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Monthly Dinner Meeting  

1 June 2011

Program: San Diego to Colon, Panama
 Ray Huggins, SN and Eileen Huggins, SN

From October 2002 to October 2003, we worked our way down the west coast of Mexico and Central Amer-
ica to Balboa, Panama in our 35 ft. sailboat S/V Boadicea.  We spent time in Mexico, El Salvador, Nicara-
gua, Costa Rica and Panama. Come and listen to some of our adventures such as dealing with officialdom 
and partying in Mexico, crossing the bar to Bahia del Sol escorted by the El Salvador Navy, ecotourism in 
Costa Rica, and transiting the Panama Canal from Balboa to Colon (three times!)

Reservations (or cancellations of permanent reservations) are required before noon Saturday prior to the 
dinner meeting. If you have not received a confirmation of your reservation, by Friday night before the 
deadline call or e-mail to make sure you are on the list. Make your reservation (or cancellations) with:

Lt/C Dianne Greene, AP, 
dinnermeeting@bellevuepowersquadron.org

Get on the permanent reservation list and avoid the hassle of phoning each month. 
Tell Dianne, “Put us on the List” 

We accept Visa and MasterCard, as well as cash and local checks. The check-in table closes 
at 1900; late arrivals please check in with Dianne Greene 

at her dinner table.

Location and Time
Meydenbauer Bay Yacht Club, 
9927 Meydenbauer Way SE, 

Bellevue, WA 98004. 

Members and guests meet from 1800 for a social hour in the Wheelhouse, upstairs. 
Dinner is served at 1900 and the meeting will be adjourned around 2100.

Dress Code
For everyone, the uniform is business casual

Buffet Style Dinner
Continuing this month is a buffet style presentation 

by Chef Bob Harvey which includes a dessert. 
 

Price, $22 per person. 
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From the Commander
Cdr. Vern Redecker, JN

First, I want to thank you for your confidence in giving me the opportunity to 
serve you as Commander. 

This promises to be a busy year with many challenges. Some of them will be ad-
dressed by continuing works in progress. These include:

Releasing a totally new version of the web site which should be on line •	
soon. It will also include a method of paying for classes and events through 
PayPal, which is new for us. We estimate that this will reduce our charge card 

expenses by roughly one-half. Further, we are hoping that prepayment will encourage those that sign up for 
classes to commit to attendance.

Continued improvement of our Marketing Program. We are preparing to make greater use of the electronic •	
media to advertise ourselves as the go-to place for boating education, including the development of video 
clips for YouTube and Public Service announcements. This will possibly use video segments already in de-
velopment as part of our Boat Operator’s Certificate program, as well as new on-the water components of the 
Seamanship class.

We had great success in our Cooperative Charting last year; I want to keep that going. I am searching for a •	
new Coop Charting Chairperson to lead the effort.

In addition: 

I feel that we need to explore more cooperative advertising with surrounding squadrons. We are intermingled •	
by residence, moorage, supply and maintenance facilities. We would be able to do more cost-effective adver-
tising by working together. I know that D/C Willis also has thoughts along this line.

Finally, we have an immediate challenge. BSPS has been assigned to host the District 16 Fall Council/Confer-•	
ence. We have secured a location already with the greatly appreciated assistance of Trudy Brown. Laurel will 
chair our conference committee, and she will be looking for help very soon. The Conference date is 21 and 
22 October. 

We will need a lot of help in all of these endeavors.

Now that the Change of Watch is over, life can slow to a more leisurely pace! It’s been a busy few weeks. I’m sure 
that we all hope for spring and summer to make a long-term appearance, especially since Opening Day has come 
and gone and with less than optimal weather still the norm. Those of us who don’t have enclosed pilot houses 
would like to begin boating, too. I have hopes, again, that I can boat in to the Salmon Bake and, the following 
weekend, the District Rendezvous in Poulsbo. The District Rendezvous will be followed by something new; a 
District Cruise to Desolation Sound, led by D/C Hank Willis, 26 June to 10 July, departing Poulsbo and ending in 
Campbell River, B.C. He reports that about 15 boats are going, so far. Check the article elsewhere in this issue. 

We had also hoped to attend the Bellevue-NorVan joint rendezvous in Maple Bay this year, but we have a must-do 
family affair instead. We are aiming to join the La Conner rendezvous, maybe, depending on the weather. This is 
always a great event, and is always on the statistically best weather weekend of the year.

See you at the June meeting, and have a great summer! 
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From the Executive Officer

Lt/C Dianne Greene, AP

A Huge Thank You to P/Lt/C Susan Decock, AP and Lt Don Decock, AP!

Don and Susan have both been Bellviews editors during the last five years. Don 
became the editor 5 years ago, and then Susan took over as editor 2–3 years ago. 
Don remained as publications chair. This is a major service for BSPS, and involves 
many volunteer hours. They have decided it is time to pass this position to a new 
editor, and have resigned after years of editing/publishing. 

This is also a good time for another hearty thank you: They were our Auction 
Chairs for two years, and conducted such suc-
cessful events, earned profits of $10,000 both 
times. Anyone working on an auction is aware 
of the endless hours involved!

It is hard to believe one person could provide 
so much service, but Susan was also the BSPS 
Treasurer 2007–2009. A simple thank you is 
just not enough!

Susan and Don have earned some relief from 
such heavy service, but the good news is they 
will be part of BSPS for many years! They 
joined our squadron 22 years ago, and both have 
earned the grade of Advanced Piloting. A very 
unique fact is they are part of three generations 
of members: Dad, P/C Gus Decock, SN, and 
son, Scott Decock, are also members. We look 
forward to cruising with them on their beautiful 
Nifty Fifty, a 50' Chris Craft! 

Welcome Lt Laurie Stevens, AP, New Bellviews Editor

We are pleased to announce Laurie Stevens has accepted the position of BSPS Editor! It will be a hard act 
to follow Susan and Don, but Laurie has all the professional knowledge, skills and talents to take on the role 
immediately–she will start with this June issue. She has worked in the graphics business for 37 years, running her 
own company, D’Visions Graphics for 26 years.

Some very interesting history: Back in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, 
Laurie was the editor of Bellviews, as well as helping P/C George Lucker, 
SN with the Cardinal Points. Those were the days when articles were sent 
to her handwritten, had to be proofread, edited and typed. Photos and ad-
vertisements were pasted up manually. Then everything was taken to the 
printers for final copies. This process used to take a week! [ed.note: the 
process was accomplished over the course of a week, while also caring for 
two little children and other business.] 

Laurie joined BSPS in 1986, and has earned the grade, Advanced Pilot-
ing. We are so fortunate she has time to volunteer again, and to find such 
a qualified person to become the next Bellviews Editor! 



7

The ABC 3rd Edition Spring classes had 33 Students pass the course and many of the students 
took advantage of the USPS 6 month Trial Membership. Students who choose to join our 
Squadron pay no dues for 6 months after they pass the ABC 3 class. This also allows them to take 
Advanced Grades/Elective courses at member rates. The fall class schedule will be posted on 
our new web site sometime during the middle of June. Have safe and enjoyable summer boating 
season. 

EDUCATION HONOR ROLL
SEAMANSHIP

	 James Brooks	 Chris Hester	 Paul Austin
	 Kerry Isbister	 Robert Warner	 Jean Warner	 Jeff Davidson

ADVANCED PILOTING
	 KK Gardiner	 Bruce Reid	 Jim O’Sullivan
		  Robert Warner	 Jean Warner

MARINE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS
		  Rod Jacobson	  Bruce Gardiner

ENGINE MAINTENANCE
	 Duff Graham	 Lonnie Butler	 Chris Hester
		  Harry Johnson	 David Miller

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
	 Robert Cooper	 Bruce Gardiner	 Bruce Laing
	 Nick Ledbetter	 Bill Munroe	 Jim O’Sullivan

Who’s Who Updates
Lt. Brad Waters, SN, Database Chair

Please make these updates to your printed copy of Who’s Who 2010. All Members: please ensure your contact 
information is up-to-date at www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/onlineroster.htm. The national database will be 
updated as well as the squadron’s mailing list. Now that we send the Bellviews via email, if you have never given 
us your email and would like to continue receiving the Bellviews please email us your email address so you can 
receive the Bellviews in your email box or you also have the option to view it on-line on our web site. 

	 Please update the address of Don Decock, AP  and P/Lt/C Susan Decock, AP 
	
	



8

Rendezvous News
Lt. Leslie Veres, P

The 2011 Rendezvous season is now in full swing! The 29 April 2011 Kingston rendezvous, hosted by Paul 
Haack, P and Betty Haack, P, was by all accounts, a huge success. We had 10 boats and 27 people attend and ev-
eryone agreed that Kingston is a great place to hold a rendezvous. Kingston offered good restaurants, cute shops, 
enjoyable walks, and even a plant sale that many of the ladies supported to the extent that they could haul their 
purchases back to their boats. The Saturday afternoon highlight was the Skippers’ Challenge, a trivial pursuit 
game that truly tested our boating knowledge. We were all scratching our heads on some of the questions… and 
answers, but the game made for a very fun time with lots of camaraderie. The Kingston Cove Yacht Club that we 
rented for the weekend was a perfect place to meet for meals and activities, and believe it or not, the weather was 
nice all weekend. A huge thank you to the Haack’s for kicking off the rendezvous season in such an enjoyable 
fashion! You did a great job!

Coming up in May (20–22 May) is the Anacortes rendezvous to be hosted by P/D/Lt Barbara Erickson, JN and  
Lt Steve Erickson, JN.  They have some exciting plans in the works, including a Saturday evening BBQ dinner to 
be held at the Anacortes Yacht Club. Many of our members are driving up for the day or weekend. See the flyer 
in this month’s Bellviews for all of the weekend details.

Of course, there are many other rendezvous planned for the months ahead and the hosts have been working dili-
gently to make each one especially enjoyable. Be sure to check the rendezvous schedule and look for the flyers in 
the Bellviews to get more information about each event. Please sign up as soon as possible to help our hosts plan 
for their rendezvous. If you are looking for a way to better know your fellow BSPS members, go to a rendezvous!  
They are so fun and a great way to make life-long boating friends!  

From The Admin Officer
Lt/C Paul Austin, S

This is a very busy time of year, going into June and the summer season with 
vacations and all kinds of boating activities including rendezvous.

Please be aware of our big Salmon Bake rendezvous during 17–19 June at the 
Brownsville Marina. There will be wine and food pairing on Friday evening, a 
pancake breakfast on Saturday morning, and of course, an amazing barbecued 
salmon dinner later on Saturday. For those of you staying until Sunday we will 
have a continental breakfast, with fruit and pastries. There will be a comfortable 
covered and heated pavilion to keep everyone dry and warm. 

Please check the flyer for the Salmon Bake located in the May and June editions of the Bellviews. 

There are many other rendezvous to plan for, so keep your summer open for these great opportunities.

In July: 
LaConner Marina, 22–24 July 2011
Maple Bay, Canada, 29 July–1 August 2011 with Norvan

In August:
Port Browning, Canada, 19–21 August 2011 

In September:
Arabella’s Landing in Gig Harbor, 16–18 September 2011
Soup Pot Rendezvous at Port Orchard Marina, 30 September–2 October 2011 



9

Safety Officer
Lt/C Paul Austin, S

Wear It!

Every year during April the Bellevue Sail and Power Squad-
ron receives correspondence from the National Safe Boating 
Council referring to National Safe Boating Week. This year it 
is 21–27 May 2011. 

Their symbol is a life preserver vest, and the two words: WEAR 
IT! In the document, there are a few words about kicking off 
Safe Boating Week, and how wearing a personal flotation de-
vice (PFD) is so important.

It includes some interesting statistics about the fatalities the 
boating community suffered in 2009. Since 1993 there has 
been a decrease in total deaths: 924 in 1993 down to 736 in 
2009. Unfortunately, we still saw an increase of 37 deaths over 
2008 and 51 over 2007. Of the boating fatalities in 2009, 543 people drowned. 385 of those were not wearing 
PFD’s, but only 87 people died while wearing them, which is a huge difference, proving that there is a much 
greater chance (about 77% or more) of surviving a drowning if wearing a PFD.

It’s easy to talk yourself out of wearing a PFD; the excuses are too many to count: 

It’s too bulky and I can’t move around very well; I won’t need one out on the lake because the water is so smooth; 
I’m a great swimmer and can easily make it to shore if I need to; there isn’t a vest that fits; and I’m sure there are 
many more. 

I’m also sure that we can’t control what can happen on a deck if we slip, or trip, or the boat makes a sudden unex-
pected movement and we fall. In 2009, there were 115 people who died from some type of trauma. Of those, 48 
were definitely not wearing a flotation device and another 25 were unknown if they were wearing one or not.

Sometimes we can forget our responsibilities of setting an example out on the water, but as members of Bellevue 
Sail and Power Squadron we need to evaluate our actions every time we step on a boat and prove what we already 
know is doing the right thing, and that is WEAR IT!!! 

Cruising Guide Change To Come

Bob Hale and wife Marilynn, who have brought us the Waggoner Cruising Guide each year have decided they 
now have enough vacation points to retire from the enduring task of maintaining a challenging cruising schedule 
to visit many ports, bays, marinas, and bays; so this will be their last year of publishing the Waggoner. All is not 
lost, though! For our future cruising help, and in planning our trips from South Puget Sound, to as far north as 
most of us will plan to explore, I was assured this Guide will continue. It will be taken under the wing of Fine Edge 
Printing in Anacortes with publisher Mark Bunzel, who is also well known in the recreational boating world. 

Bob said they plan to continue boating but in a more congenial time frame so we may see them aboard Surprise 
from time to time.

Our thanks to them in providing us the valuable info as found in their many editions of the Waggoner Cruising 
Guide.

Mike Heinrich 
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National Safe Boating Week:

The National Safe Boating Council, of which USPS is a member organization has declared 21–27 May 2011 to be 
National Safe Boating Week. Through the effort of Administrative Officer Lt/C Paul Austin, S, on 16 May 2011 
Bellevue Mayor, Don Davidson, and the City Council proclaimed National Safe Boating Week in Bellevue. Cdr 
Vern Redecker, JN, accepted the proclamation for BSPS, accompanied by P/C Dennis Dorratcague, P/Lt/C and 
Sea Belles VP Laurel Redecker and National/District/Squadron photographer Steve Erickson. 
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Bellevue Mayor Don 
Davidson reading the 
proclamation

left: Mayor Davidson presenting 
proclamation to Cdr. Vern Redecker, JN.

below: Cdr Vern Redecker speaking to 
the Bellevue City Council

right: Nautical Art Installation

Photos: D/Lt Steve Erickson, JN

left: Behind the Proclamation 
in Cdr Redecker's right hand is 
County Councilman Reagan Dunn, 
who told those present that he 
took the boating course in Virginia.  
P/C Dennis Dorratcague in the 
second row, hidden is P/Lt/C 
Laurel Redecker.
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2011 BSPS RENDEZVOUS SCHEDULE

		
		

	 	

	 	
	 	 	
	

29 April - 1 May
Kingston Marina

20 - 22 May
Cap Sante Boat Haven, Anacortes

Anacortes Waterfront Festival 

17 - 19 June 
Brownsville Marina for Annual Salmon Bake 22 - 24 July 

La Conner Marina

29 July -1 Aug. 
Maple Bay, Canada 

Joint Rendezvous with Norvan

19 - 21 Aug. 
Port Browning, Canada

BSPS Invited to Join VISD 

16-18 Sept. 
Arabella’s Landing

Gig Harbor

  30 Sept. - 2 Oct. 
Port Orchard Marina for Soup Pot Rendezvous with Bremerton

There are three new venues offered for 2011, 
which will be interesting and fun! Also, note the new 
Canadian venue with VISD. Mark your calendars.
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LaConner Rendezvous
22 and 23 July 2011

Reservations:  Make your moorage reservations directly with the Harbor Master, 
		       360-466-3188, for BSPS space on the south dock, just a block from the town 
		       and its boutiques, galleries, restaurants and museums.

Friday evening social:  Casual happy hour on the dock. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to share 
			            and a drink or your choice. 
 
Saturday 1000:  Tour of the American Tug Factory, Tomco Marine, (tentative - reserve 
			        through Pat Dorratcague.)

Saturday afternoon:  Explore the quaint town on your own, and take along our game sheet.

Saturday evening:  Join us at the reserved picnic and barbecue area on the lawn to submit 
			      your game sheets and for a potluck if you are not trying out one of the 
			      town’s great restaurants. A LaConner prize will be given to the person or 
			      team submitting the game sheet with the most correct answers, or, should 
			      there be a tie for the most correct answers, we will draw the winning name. 

Sunday:  On your own. 

Reservations and Questions?  Contact Pat Dorratcague,  
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	 It’s never too late for a second opinion
	    The financial advise you’ll receive comes with:

Personalized financial strategies with a broad range of •	
investment choices.	
A Financial Advisor who takes the time to listen and •	
understand your individual needs.

Support from a talented force of market analysis, investment •	
planning specialists and portfolio managers.

ADVISOR

	 Mary Black
	 First Vice President - Investments
	 1201 Third Avenue, Suite 3500
	 Seattle, WA 98101
	 206-344-6525
	 Mary.Black@wellsfargoadvisors.com

        Investment and Insurance Protection	       NOT FDIC Insured	      NO Bank Guarantee	         May Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate with Wells Fargo & Company
2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserves. 0509-2293 [74020-v1] A1286. 



20The Godfather at the Christmas Gala with the Lang Girls
Pictured from left to right:

Karen
Dortha

Gus
Tracy
Alice

Photo Courtesy of Paula Seegar
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Articles Needed!

 I am always looking for new 
and interesting articles for the Bell-
views. If you have a secret cove or 
cruising spot you would like to share, 
please don’t hesitate to write an ar-
ticle about it and send them to me. 
Maybe a new galley recipe or new 
rendezvous spot. Send photos with 
your articles too if you have them.  
You can send them to:
srdecock@comcast.net, my  mail-
box is always open. 

Happy New Year Everyone!

10 Most Popular 
New Years Resolutions

1. Getting into shape
2. Change jobs
3. Find a mate
4. Pay off debt

5. Pursue higher education
6. Getting organized

7. giving up bad habits
8. Start a hobby

9. Take a trip
and 

10. Move to a new house. 
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Morris & Company Inc. dba

OCEAN ALEXANDER 
MARINE CENTER 
YOUR FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD 

SINCE 1993

	 General Maintenance
	 Haul Outs on a Marine Elevator (NO SLINGS)
	 Bottom Cleaning and Painting
	 Shafts, Props and Bearings
	 Stabilizers
	 Bow and Stern Thrusters
	 Electronic Installation
	 A/C and D/C Electrical Systems
	 Heating Systems
	 Dry Zone Systems
	 Gel-coat and Fiberglass repair

We can handle many of your service needs with our 80 ton marine elevator, in-water work area 
and 10,000 feet of covered work area. 

                                    Many years of experience in repairs 
                                          and commissioning of yachts.

We would like to consult with you about 
repairs or customizing your boat.

***FULLY INSURED***ALL WORK GUARANTEED***

***FREE ESTIMATES***
              

Located on Seattle’s Lake Union
1115 N. Northlake Way #100 ** Seattle, WA 98103 **

 Phone (206) 547-1395 ** Fax (206) 547-3789
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Bellevue Power and Sail Squadron Change of Watch Photos

Topside, in the Wheelhouse, prior to the dinner meeting.
at left—D/Cdr Hank Willis, SN; 
North Olympic Squadron Cdr. 
Douglas Schwarz, SN; P/D/C 
Joanna  Webster, AP; C/C Frank 
Dvorak, SN 

below— Nathan Stevens; Mary 
Ursin, P; Thomas Shepard

at left— Olympia Squadron Cdr Donna Davis, AP; 
Pat Dorratcague, S; Olympia Lt Paul Davis, P; 
Lt/C Dianne Green, AP, Judith Badgely

North Vancouver P/C Stan Shepard and his wife; D/C Hank Willis, SN; P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN; 
Pat Dorratcague, S; Cdr Vern Redecker, AP; P/Lt/C Laurel Redecker, AP. 

The Head Table
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Swearing in Ceremony

at left—D/C Hank Willis, SN swearing in Cdr 
Vern Redecker, AP

below— 2011–2012 officers being sworn in

Helping You Cruise in Comfort Since 1968
			   Heating		  Galley
				    Electrical		  Audio	
	 Refrigeration/Service

206-281-7570   fax 206-281-7511
www.boatelectric.com 
2520 Westlake Ave. N.

Seattle, WA 98109




